	[image: image1.jpg]First

transforming trave




First ScotRail

2004 - 2011
	
The Community Rail Partnership for Carrick and Wigtownshire
Stranraer

Boat Trains

1861 - 2011

End of an era

Commemorative service

Stranraer Harbour

19th November 2011

6.45 pm


	Portpatrick Railway

1861 - 1864

	[image: image2.png]SCOTRAIL )2




National Express
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1877 - 1922
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British Transport Commission
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London & North Western Railway

1885 - 1922



Welcome

Good Evening and welcome to Stranraer.  The 19th November 2011 marks the end of 150 years of boat trains to Stranraer, with the ending of ferry services from the port of Stranraer tomorrow.  By a quirk of fate, the railway will be closed for maintenance and so tonight will be the last time that boat trains will operate to Stranraer.  Over the years, the railway has carried millions of passengers safely to and from Stranraer and during that time not one passenger has been killed.  The rail link to Northern Ireland has been a strong strategic link both in times of peace and conflict and helped develop the local economies of Carrick, the Stewartry and Wigtownshire.  As a means of transport it has brought about fundamental economic and political change and has helped shaped not only countries but, arguably, much of the globe as well.

Tonight, we commemorate the link with Northern Ireland, the very reason the line from Dumfries was built in 1861, later supported by the line from Ayr in 1877 and how it survived the Beeching axe of the 1960’s – just, though of course the direct route south through Castle Douglas did not.

We have put on tonight a programme of a musical and spiritual nature reflecting on the role our railway has played in the development of Wigtownshire and to Northern Ireland.  The majority of the music will be familiar to you and there will be two special pieces performed including the Lament for the MV Princess Victoria and the SAYLSA hymn Linking Lands of Scots and Gaels.  Both pieces reflecting the poignancy, beauty and passion we feel for this railway and its maritime links.

We would also like you to reflect on the millions of people who have travelled on the line over the last century and a half, some going to war never to return again, visitors travelling the North Channel either to or from Scotland and those from Ireland seeking a new life in Great Britain or en route to more distant shores.

Spare a thought too for those who have served on the ferries, those who have given their lives in service of the sea and those lost at sea in particular those 133 passengers and crew of the MV Princess Victoria, many who alighted at this very platform on that fateful January day in 1953.  Finally, consider those who constructed the line and the drivers, firemen, guards, station staff, signallers and maintenance workers who have worked and still work the line so that you can get to your destination safely and, hopefully on time.

A brief history

The first boat train arrived at the original Stranraer (later the Town) station on March 12th 1861 and passengers made their way by horse drawn carriage down to the West Pier to catch the steamer to Belfast.  The early steamer services of the Glasgow and Stranraer Steam Packet Company were infrequent operating only two or three times a week and the journey for boat train passengers was arduous with a trip from London taking some 14 hours or more and involving changes.  In 1862 the Harbour station opened, then merely a platform and for a while a steamer service ran to Larne before once again Belfast became the Irish terminal.  Finally in 1872 a daily service to Larne started and this continued up until the mid 1990’s.  Following acquisition of the port of Larne by P&O, who ran the service from Cairnryan, Stena decided to re-locate to Belfast and this is the service that finally comes to an end at 1.30am on Monday morning when the Stena Caledonia docks in Stranraer for the last time.

Through sleeping carriages from London did not start until 1885 and from the Midland Railway Company’s St Pancras station.  It was not until 1922 that the sleeper service commenced from Euston.  The overnight service became known as the “Stranraer Boat Express” and later the “Northern Irishman”, but to locals it was always “the Paddy”.  Boat trains started from Glasgow on October 5th 1877 when the railway was opened from Girvan. The local paper, the Ayrshire Journal said,

“The greatest interest is, however, taken in the “Wild Irishman,” the morning and evening express from Glasgow to Belfast and vice versa.”

The route from Glasgow was always the secondary route until June 1965 when the line from Dumfries succumbed to the Beeching axe and overnight trains were routed via Ayr.  Later they were diverted via Kilmarnock until in the end a token sleeper carriage trundled the 100 miles to Glasgow and was attached to the Glasgow sleeper service.  In 1990 it ended completely.  Other services connected the ferries with Newcastle and this long-standing link terminated in 2009.

During the lifetime of these boat trains they could load very substantially and thirteen vehicles was usual.  This would comprise three sleeping cars, five seating coaches, three vans for London, one van for Newcastle and one van for Peterborough.  On one occasion an overnight “Paddy” was observed consisting of seventeen coaches with an extra two sleepers and seating coaches.  Hauling these trains were two steam locomotives a Pacific such as a Clan or a Britannia and a 2P Midland Compound.  The line to Dumfries remained steam to the end and the “Paddy” was Stranraer’s premier train.

At evening time the Harbour station could be very busy with three boat trains leaving within 45 minutes of each other, the Glasgow train from Platform 1, where the polytunnel is now, the Paddy from platform 2 and the Newcastle from platform 3.  It was a stirring sight as the trains moved off from the station and along the causeway to the Cairnryan Road Bridge.  Sadly tonight this all comes to an end and the rail/ferry traffic will cease at 7.45pm.
Programme of events


Arrival of the last boat train for Belfast


Piped in by pipers from the Loch Ryan Pipe Band


Passengers disembark


Music by pipers from the Loch Ryan Pipe Band


Introduction and Welcome

Richard Carr

Stranraer to Ayr Line Support Association

Award of historical certificates to train crew and passengers
Peter Jeal

Chairman Stranraer to Ayr Line Support Association


Setting the Scene

Bob Hill

Stranraer to Ayr Line Support Association

Rev Ian McIlroy

Stranraer High Kirk


Hymn - Now Thank we All Our God

Now thank we all our God,

With heart and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things hath done,

In whom his world rejoices;

Who from our mother's arms

Hath blessed us on our way

With countless gifts of love,

And still is ours to-day.

O may this bounteous God

Through all our life be near us,

With ever joyful hearts

And blessed peace to cheer us;

And keep us in his grace,

And guide us when perplexed,

And free us from all ills

In this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God

The Father now be given,

The son, and him who reigns,

With them in highest heaven,

The one eternal God,

Whom earth and heaven adore;

For thus it was, is now,

And shall be evermore.

The Irish Connection

Rev Ian McIlroy

Stranraer High Kirk


Music - Oh Danny Boy

Oh Danny boy, the pipes, the pipes are calling

From glen to glen, and down the mountain side

The summer's gone, and all the roses falling
'Tis you, 'tis you must go and I must bide.

But come ye back when summer's in the meadow

Or when the valley's hushed and white with snow

'Tis I'll be here in sunshine or in shadow

Oh Danny boy, oh Danny boy, I love you so.

And if you come, when all the flowers are dying

And I am dead, as dead I well may be
You'll come and find the place where I am lying

And kneel and say an "Ave" there for me.

And I shall hear, tho' soft you tread above me

And all my grave will warmer, sweeter be

If you will bend and tell me that you love me

And I shall sleep in peace until you come to me


The North Channel and the loss of the Princess Victoria

Rev Ian McIlroy

Stranraer High Kirk


Music – Lament for the MV Princess Victoria


Andy Nicol - Loch Ryan Pipe Band


Eternal Father Strong to Save Boy

Eternal Father, strong to save,

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,

Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep

Its own appointed limits keep;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard

And hushed their raging at Thy word,

Who walked'st on the foaming deep,

And calm amidst its rage didst sleep;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

Most Holy Spirit! Who didst brood

Upon the chaos dark and rude,

And bid its angry tumult cease,

And give, for wild confusion, peace;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

O Trinity of love and power!

Our brethren shield in danger's hour;

From rock and tempest, fire and foe,

Protect them wheresoe'er they go;

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee

Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

The role of the railway

Peter Jeal

Chairman SAYLSA/Wigtownshire Chamber


Linking Lands of Scots and Gaels

(the SAYLSA hymn)

First verse instrumental (pipes only)

This is our railway let it always be

Ayr to Stranraer then ‘cross the Irish Sea

Green hills and forests pass by seamlessly

I know that my heart lies there patiently

Across the burn the wheels turn

And up the brae, pulling away

Linking lands of Scots and Gaels

over the iron rails

When the navvies toiled with mother earth

Digging their way through our homeland of birth

Finding a route to Ireland was the aim

So that we could travel there by train

Across the burn the wheels turn

And up the brae, pulling away

Linking lands of Scots and Gaels

over the iron rails

Travel safely through our pleasant land

See the wonderment of God’s kind hand

Summer sunshine, autumn frosts or rain

We know that you’ll come back to us again

Beauty surrounding all that I can see

Carrick and Wigtownshire is home for me

I know that my heart lies there peacefully

In this land that lies beside the sea

Music: U. Roever and M. Korb, Words: R G Carr


The Future

Rev Ian McIlroy

Stranraer High Kirk


O God, our help in ages past

O God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home.

Before the hills in order stood,

or earth received her frame,

from everlasting, thou art God,

to endless years the same.

A thousand ages, in thy sight, 

are like an evening gone; 

short as the watch that ends the night, 

before the rising sun.

O God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come;

be thou our guide while life shall last,

and our eternal home.


Presentation to Stena Line


Passengers board the 1945 service to Glasgow Central

the very last boat train from Stranraer


Departure of the last boat train to leave Stranraer


Piped out by pipers from the Loch Ryan Pipe Band


Auld Lang Syne

Should old acquaintance be forgot,
and never brought to mind?

Should old acquaintance be forgot,

and old lang syne?

For auld lang syne, my dear,

for auld lang syne,

we'll take a cup of kindness yet,

for auld lang syne.

And surely you’ll buy your pint cup!

and surely I’ll buy mine!

And we'll take a cup o’ kindness yet,

for auld lang syne

For auld lang syne, my dear,

for auld lang syne,

we'll take a cup of kindness yet,

for auld lang syne.
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Stewartry Camera Club

Early Stranraer Boat Train at Gretna
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Derek Cross

Stranraer Boat Train leaving Ayr
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